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a loud splash was heard in the water, succeeded
by the cry  of, < A man overboard.5   A boat was
immediately sent, and from the phosphorescence
of the water, some one was discovered swimming
towards the shore.    On approaching him, he turned
round in the direction of the  Eden; and, when
within twenty yards of the ship, he all at once dis-
appeared, and was not seen afterwards. On inquiry,
it was found that the native prisoner who had been
confined in irons on the forecastle, for his partici-
pation in the affray I have so lately described, had
contrived to  effect  his escape.    To accomplish
this, he had put his hand down the scuttle over
the coppers,  and taken from thence the iron that
turns the handles of the dischargers.    With the
point of this he had contrived to break off one of
the sides of the padlock which secured his fetters,
and thus setting himself at liberty, he crossed the
deck to the gangway, opposite to where the sentry
was placed, when  he mounted the railings, and
immediately plunged into the sea.    It is singular,
with respect to this prisoner, that his countrymen
shewed very little solicitude about him: and we
therefore had reason  to think that he  was  no
favourite with them.    When they did inquire after
him, it was to know whether we had not cut his
throat.     The King of Baracouta's brother once
asked Captain   Owen  what he intended to do
with him ; and, on being informed that he meant
to keep him for a time in irons,  and then,  after a